
 

 September 2019 Update 

Fairfield Gonzales 
 

CITY OF VICTORIA | FAIRFIELD GONZALES 
Neighbourhood Councillor: Geoff Young gyoung@victoria.ca 
Neighbourhood Staff Contact: Michael Hill  mhill@victoria.ca  

  
 

In Your Neighbourhood 
 

Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan 
On July 11, Council began to introduce the bylaw to introduce the new Neighbourhood Plan for Fairfield.  The 
public hearing for the plan, design guidelines and Official Community Plan amendments will be on September 
12.  Residents unable to attend the meeting can submit comments to publichearings@victoria.ca. Depending 
on the hearing outcomes, the plan may receive final approval at this meeting. 
  

Artists Wanted 
The City of Victoria is establishing a roster of pre-qualified, local artists to be available for mural and 
community art opportunities in 2020.  Emerging and established artists are invited to submit an application. 
The deadline for applications is Wednesday, October 30, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.  Applications and supporting 
images must be submitted by email.  Hard copies will not be accepted. 
 

The City is also seeking artists and designers to submit proposals to design a winter banner to be displayed 
on 100 downtown lampposts from November to February over the next five years.  The City’s winter 
banner theme is “Natural Winter in the Pacific Northwest”.  The selected artist/designer will receive a fee 
of $500.   The deadline for submissions is Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 4 p.m. Proposals must be 
submitted online. The selected artist will be notified in late September and the banner artwork must be 
completed by mid-October. 
 

Community Wellness Task Force 
The deadline is this Friday (4:00pm September 6) for applicants with lived experience to serve on the 
Community Wellness Peer-Informed Task Force. The Task Force will focus on issues of mental health, 
problematic substance use, and homelessness and help develop recommendations for the City's 
Community Wellness Strategy.   Task Force members will participate in a series of engagement sessions 
with Council liaisons to identify and inform what actions need to be taken to deliver an effective, 
responsible, and community-building response at the municipal level.    Areas of focus will include 
prevention, education, integration of services, and advocacy. 
 

City Quarterly Update 
On September 5, Council will receive a quarterly update on staff activities and accomplishments, as well as 
an indication of the status of the City’s Strategic Plan target actions and outcomes. 
 

Abigail’s Hotel 
Staff are recommending that, at their September 5 evening meeting, Council proceed to begin the approval 
process for the construction of an additional building at the hotel site at 910 McClure Street.  A date would 
then be set for a public hearing. 
 

Deer Management  
After consideration of a staff report, on August 1, Council voted to support joining other municipalities in 
the region in a request that the province participate in a Union of BC Municipalities conference discussion 
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regarding regional deer management and a region-wide deer immuno-contraception strategy to manage 
and gradually reduce the deer population across our municipalities. 
 

Dallas Road Balustrade Replacement 
On August 8, Council supported a staff report seeking to accelerate the full replacement of the Dallas Road 
balustrade with a new, modern steel stanchion and wire cable design, consistent with the treatments along 
Ogden Point Breakwater and other waterfront pathway locations throughout Victoria. 
 

Great Neighbourhood Grant Program 
The autumn application intake for neighbourhood grants has started and will close on October 15, 2019.  
Residents should consider taking advantage of this opportunity to consider projects to improve their 
neighbourhoods.  Projects can be physical improvements or activities that help build community.  Find 
more information on line or contact Neighbourhood staff at neighbourhoods@victoria.ca to discuss. 
 

All Candidates Meeting on Victoria Priorities 
Residents are invited to attend a panel discussion where leaders in the community will discuss key priorities 
for our region. Greater Victoria candidates running in the upcoming federal election have been invited to 
attend and each will have two minutes each to speak at the end of the event.  Topics include: 
 

• Labour, Immigration & Work Force Development (Paul Nursey, CEO, Destination Greater Victoria) 

• Child Care & Transportation (Catherine Holt, CEO, Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce) 

• Housing (Councillor Jeremy Loveday, City of Victoria and Jeff Bray, CEO, Downtown Victoria Business 
Association) 

• Climate Change & Reconciliation (Mayor Lisa Helps, City of Victoria) 
 

The event will be held Wednesday, September 11, 2019 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Victoria Conference 
Centre.  
 
Council Meetings 
Committee of the Whole meets on September 5, 12 and 19 at 9am.  Council meets on June 5 and 19 
beginning at 6:30pm.  Residents can watch recordings of the meetings here.   
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