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In Your Neighbourhood 
 

Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan 
On July 11, Council gave first and second readings to the Fairfield Neighbourhood Plan and scheduled a 

public hear for September 2019.  Council will consider approval of the Plan, 2019, at the same Council 

meeting at which the above Bylaws are considered and allow public comment.  

 

Victoria Reconciliation Project Dialogues 
Victoria Reconciliation Dialogues, a program of six events, will be held between September 2019 and July 

2020, as part of City’s Strategic Plan’s objective: Reconciliation and Indigenous Relations. The dialogues will 

be co-facilitated by Mayor Helps and members of the City Family, and will include the following topics: 

• Elders, Knowledge and the Land 

• The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People and the City 

• Newcomers to Canada and Reconciliation 

• Community Response to the Victoria Urban Reconciliation Dialogues Event 

• Sir John A. MacDonald in Conversation 

• Our Shared Future 

  

Seniors' Task Force 
On July 25, Council approved terms of reference for the City of Victoria Seniors’ Task Force proposed by 

Councillors Isitt and Collins.  The purpose of the Seniors’ Task Force is to develop a Seniors’ Action Plan by 

the end of 2019.  The Plan will provide advice and recommendations to Council and staff to inform the 

development of a City of Victoria Seniors’ Strategy. The 15 Task Force members will draw from their own 

expertise and invite expertise from the general public around the question “How can the City of Victoria 

promote healthy seniors and positive aging?” 

 

Citizens’ Council 
The Citizen’s Council committee met on July 26 to determine terms of reference for the citizens assembly 

which is to consider the topic of amalgamating Victoria and Saanich. 

 

Rental Zoning 
On July 11, Council approved recommendations in a staff report presenting Council with a plan for applying 

residential rental tenure (RRT) zoning to existing multi-unit rental properties.  The initiative seeks to 

improve the provision and retention of rental housing and overall housing choices within Victoria's 

challenging housing market.  Recommendations are to apply residential rental tenure zoning using a phased 

approach and excluding secondary suites and garden suites.  It is also suggested to undertake consultation 

with affected property owners on the plan and report their feedback to Council.  
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Cannabis Consumption Sites 
Last September Council directed staff to examine the regulatory context for cannabis consumption sites, 

including review of other jurisdictions (e.g. Denver), and to report back on the advisability of initiating a pilot 

or introducing regulations for cannabis consumption sites.  A staff report has found that there are no 

transferable options for initiating consumption sites in Victoria, due to senior government legislative 

constraints.  On July 11, Council resolved that consideration of this matter be postponed until receipt of 

information on provincial and federal regulations on cannabis consumption. 

 

Storefront Cannabis Retailer Regulation Bylaw 

At their July 11 meeting, Council gave third reading to the draft Storefront Cannabis Retailer Regulation 

Bylaw, which is intended to align the bylaw with the provincial Cannabis Control and Licensing Act and 

federal Cannabis Act and further minimize any adverse effects that storefront cannabis retailers may have 

on the safety, health, and well-being of the community.  
 

One change in the new bylaw is to restrict retailers from the 9am to 10pm, a one hour earlier closing time 

that is possible under legislation.  Most considerations for retail locations are given during the required 

rezoning process, which must be complete prior to applying for a licence.   
  

Provincial Retailer Handbook and licensing regulation provide further information on terms for 

dispensaries. 

 

Sexual Harassment Prevention 

At their June 27 meeting, Council approved motions: 

• That Council includes sexualized violence prevention in the mandate of the Municipal Liquor Policy 

and the Late Night Program.  

• That Council direct staff to report back with implications of and options for mandating sexualized 

violence prevention training for bar and nightclub staff as part of either the liquor license or business 

license approval process.  

• That Council request that liquor license applicants submit a sexual harassment and sexual violence 

prevention plan alongside their liquor license application.  

  

Centennial Square Action Plan 
Council has endorsed the design concept for Phase 1, which guides short term operations and maintenance 

needs for Centennial Square. This focuses on the central steps and upper terrace area and will be 

implemented as part of scheduled and (already) funded operations and maintenance work, including 

incorporation of an accessible ramp, tree replacement, grading, drainage, lighting and surface improvements 

and introduction of a commercial kiosk.  Council also directed staff to consider the temporary placement of 

picnic tables in the vicinity of the large sequoia tree near Douglas Street. 
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Government Street Report 
On July 25, Council amended the strategic plan to include creation a people-priority Government Street with 

the complete transformation of the street between Humboldt and Yates to be completed by the end of 2022. 

Council directed staff to:  

• Research other cities with people first multi-use streets and determine best practices 

• Bring forward a budget request to undertake a detailed design and cost estimate to implement the 

short term actions identified between Humboldt and Yates Streets  

• Incorporate improvements to the street into the into the 2021 and 2022 budgets  

Council intends to consider pedestrianization of Government Street one year after people-centric 

adjustments are complete and all the information from the stakeholders has been received. 

 

New Bike Lanes Downtown 
By August 15, the bike lane connecting the Johnson Street bridge to Wharf Street, and up Humboldt to 

Blanshard Street, will be open.  Features will include:  

• A two-way protected bike lane from Pandora Avenue to Douglas Street and a shared, traffic-

calmed road from Douglas to Vancouver Streets 

• Eight improved pedestrian crossings and a new pedestrian scramble crosswalk   

• Two urban plazas with street trees, benches and urban play features 

• A new pedestrian-controlled traffic signal at Yates Street 

• A new traffic signal at the Johnson Street Bridge 

• New transit stops near the entrance to Reeson Park and on Government Street 

 

Community Wellness Peer-Informed Task Force 
On June 27, Council approved a resolution to direct the City Manager to partner with the University of 

Victoria to undertake a review of comparable jurisdictions’ efforts to take meaningful action on a municipal 

mental wellness and addictions strategy, and that such a review delivers a roadmap for the City to base a 

local strategy. 

 

Council Meetings 

Committee of the Whole meets on August 1 and 8 at 9am.  Council meets on August 8 beginning at 6:30pm.  

Residents can watch recordings of the meetings here.   
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