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sie Peters, and The Umbrella, a co-

production between Puente Theatre & 

famed Old Trout Puppet Workshop 

with special guests Bucan Bucan live 

at The Roxy Theatre at 8pm. 

A panel discussion in partnership 

with the Pacific People’s Partner-

s h ip ’ s  One  Wa ve  F es t i va l : 

“Changemakers’ Summit 2.0 – Pup-

pets, Performance and Social Change” 

will be held 1-3:30pm at the Univer-

sity of Victoria.  

Saturday, September 20 will see a 

full day of puppet events at the Bay 

Centre’s Puppet Central, with shows, 

demonstrations and book signings 

including The Great Giffoni’s Shadow 

Poncho. Caws & Effects shadow 

show by Vancouver’s Mind of a Snail 

will be at The Roxy, along with Fam-

ily & Adult Puppet Short Film 

Screenings from Heather Henson’s 

Handmade Puppet Dreams Touring 

Film Festival including the Canadian 

premier of Lessons Learned by Toby 

Froud, son of Brian & Wendy Froud, 

designers for the Dark Crystal & 

Labyrinth. 

Celebrate Sunday, September 21 – 

the United Nations International Day 

of Peace – with a peace proclamation 

at Craigdarroch Castle, the Mandolin 

Orchestra, puppet shows and activities 

inside and outside the castle. Join the 

giant puppet parade at 1pm lead by 

drum band Masala and witness the 

“living mural” at The Art Gallery of 

Greater Victoria.  Be welcomed to 

Government House by the Lieutenant 

Puppets for Peace Celebration 
By Tim Gosley 

Ecole Margaret Jenkins Elementary: A Century Young 
By Shannon K. Auringer 

cause of child and family welfare in 

British Columbia and to the initiation 

and promotion of educational pro-

grams in the public school system. 

She was a former school teacher and 

school trustee, who was also an au-

thority in household management. 

Her expertise and credentials had 

been based on the experience of her 

own successfully blended family, 

which boasted a modest total of six-

teen children. 

O 
n September 19-21, celebrate 

the days leading to the United 

Nations international day of 

peace with a riot of puppets. Happen-

ing at various locations, The Puppets 

for Peace Celebration will offer a col-

ourful programming of events, experi-

ence and education.  

Beginning August 5 until festival 

time, visitors to the Puppet Central at 

the Bay Centre will witness puppet 

displays from minute to giant, partici-

pate in a selection of puppet making 

activities and enjoy performances and 

demonstrations. As part of the cele-

I 
t was the celebration that began 

in January 2014 and spanned un-

til the abrupt end of school in the 

middle of June. Margaret Jenkins 

Elementary (EMJS) turned 100 years 

old this year and her citizens cele-

brated in every way they could. 

The amazing teachers and staff at 

EMJS helped the children from kin-

dergarten to grade five learn about 

the history of the school and its foun-

der Margaret Jenkins. They paid 

homage to her in a spring play that 

told the story of her amazing life and 

how the birth of their beloved school 

came to be. Past alumni and descen-

dants of Margaret Jenkins were in-

vited to attend and honoured the 

school with their presence, as the kids 

wore turn of the century clothes in the 

musical. 

They sang of her devotion to the 
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To honour Margaret Jenkins for 

her contributions in social reform and 

the educational system, the new 

school built in Victoria in 1914 was 

named after her by the Victoria School 

Trustees. She stayed active and inter-

ested in her community until her death 

on June 7th, 1923. She is buried in 

Fairfield’s historic Ross Bay Ceme-

tery. 

Apart from the school musical, the 

children of EMJS also put together 

their own timelines from the span of 

their lives, as a way to learn about 

change and the passage of time. These 

were displayed proudly with photos 

and drawings that outlined milestones 

in each year of the children’s lives.  

At the final school assembly, a 

time capsule, which was accidently 

discovered by EMJS staff tucked away 

in a closet, was finally opened. The 

antique trunk simply had a note, 

“Time capsule to be opened in 2014.” 

There was also a new school bell that 

was donated by EMJS alumni Janice 

(Hall) Hemming (1955-1960) and 

Chris Hall (1956-1961), similar to the 

original bell that used to ring at the 

start of school. 

Further to the celebrations and its 

dedication to the future of Fairfield’s 

educational improvements, the school 

has begun fundraising  for a new play-

ground. EMJS has invited any and all 

who would like to donate funds for the 

Natural Playground to do so at  

https://margaretjenkins.sd61.bc.ca/

news-events/news/donations-for-

naturalized-playground/. 

Governor where there will be more 

puppets & activities including the 

Peace Pole Ceremony, Le-La-La First 

Nations Dance Troupe, children’s 

entertainer Rick Scott, The Mesmeriz-

ing Mermaid, and Theatre Inconnu. 

A proud supporter of the Puppets 

for Peace Celebration, the Commu-

nity Arts Council of Greater Victo-

ria is a non-profit society with a mis-

sion to encourage and celebrate local 

a r t s  and  bu i ld  commu ni t y . 

www.puppetsforpeace.weebly.com           

www.facebook.com/puppetsforpeace  

About the Author: Tim Gosley is a 

Fairfield resident who has performed on 

The Muppet’s Fraggle Rock, The Sesame 

Street Movie Follow that Bird, and was 

Basil Bear on the Canadian Sesame 

Street and won a Gemini award for work 

on a popular TV series. Tim works on all 

kinds of puppetry and theatre in addition 

to teaching and giving workshops. As 

manager and owner of Merlin’s Sun 

Home Theatre, Tim is able to contribute 

to the arts community by providing other 

artists space to perform, teach and play.  

bration from September 2-20, Emily 

Carr House will be exhibiting “Penny 

Plain, Tuppence Coloured” display of 

Victoria Toy Theatres. 

The Friday, September 19 Open-

ing Reception, from 5-7pm, at Puppet 

Central will be hosted by comedienne 

Kristen Van Ritzen and puppet The 

Little Yellow Guy. Celebrity signings 

and Q&A will feature Karen Prell 

(Red on Fraggle Rock/Worm on 

Labyrinth) and Judith Lawrence 

(Casey & Finnegan on Mr. Dressup). 

This will be followed by The Anar-

chist’s Puppet Poetry Slam with Mis-

Time capsule at EMJS 

Fall Fairfield Harvest Fete  Sept. 27 1-4 pm - See back page for more. 

From all of us at the Observer, we 

would like to say a big Happy 

100th to École Margaret Jenkins 

Elementary School! May the next 

century be as amazing and 

community building as the last. 

“The Umbrella” Photo by Sara Hembree 

https://margaretjenkins.sd61.bc.ca/news-events/news/donations-for-naturalized-playground/
https://margaretjenkins.sd61.bc.ca/news-events/news/donations-for-naturalized-playground/
https://margaretjenkins.sd61.bc.ca/news-events/news/donations-for-naturalized-playground/
http://www.puppetforpeace.weebly.com
http://www.facebook.com/puppetsforpeace


| Page 2 | Observer | September 2014 |                                                                                                                                                         | News & Views from Fairfield and Gonzales | 

 

Lee, Davie, Madison and Irving 

Streets here in Farfield!  

The update has also noted a num-

ber of 'spot improvements', including 

a proper cycling connection at the 

corner of Convent Pl and Vancouver 

St. Currently, cyclists are forced to 

either cycle on the sidewalk to con-

nect to Southgate and Vancouver in-

tersection.  

The plan is an excellent first step 

in bringing cycling infrastructure into 

Victoria up to the standards we are 

seeing in places like Vancouver, 

Montreal and even Calgary. There is 

still a ways to go, however. Certain 

key cycling connections in Fairfield, 

such as Linden Ave, were not in-

cluded in this update. 

To see the full report, just google 

"Victoria Bicycle Master Plan up-

date".  

Cycling Improvements Coming to Victoria, 
Fairfield Gonzales 
By Edward Pullman, President, FGCA and Greater Victoria Cycling Coalition 
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A 
fter an extensive public con-

sultation process, the city of 

Victoria has released an up-

date to its 20 year old Bicycle Master 

Plan.  

The update calls for a comprehen-

sive expansion of the cycling network 

that includes arterial/collector roads 

and neighbourhood routes. Of particu-

lar note is the investment of $5 mil-

lion in 6 major cycling infrastructure 

projects over the next 5 years, includ-

ing:  

Pandora Ave, from Cook St to Store 

St 

Johnson St, from Store St to Cook St 

Wharf St from the Johnson St Bridge 

to Belleville St 

Vancouver St, Graham and Fifth 

Streets 

Myrtle, Belmont and Forbes Streets 
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W e form up in a straggling semi-circle, eyes focussed on the door. 

What brings us here day after day, afternoon after afternoon? 

Will someone start singing or should we beware a soap-box politician? 

 

Is it some religious rite and we wait to be counselled, saved or blessed? 

Should there not be music or at least a warm up act to get us in the mood? 

When the door finally opens will it be John Lennon and Yoko Ono? 

 

We greet the regular others we greeted yesterday and saw just this morning. 

The news is trivial; we worry together about the weather and the price of gas. 

 

Yummy mommies with gym warm tummies examine their beautiful nails 

as tired-looking grannies and bored grandfathers shuffle their anticipations. 

 

The great moment comes and we strain forward in familiar expectation. 

The Pied Piper at the threshold, one by one small followers emerge, 

blink into the sunlight, shade their eyes, wriggle and search for us. 

 

Tiny blonde dolls and little men-boys jockey for position on the stairs. 

They wave and join us with their plans already fizzing out like shaken soda 

and we run the gauntlet of play-date promises and collect their gaudy bags.  

 

They negotiate ten minutes of monkey bars and hiding in the bushes before  

we go our several ways with hugs and bye-byes until faraway tomorrow. 

 
Frank Wilson is a Victoria-based  writer. His recent poetry collection "Chasing 

Crows" has raised over $8000 for the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada. A 

performance poet, he has also recently published a book of short stories in the 

UK and during the past two years he has presented a series of "Just Like Down-

ton?" entertainments.   Email contact: Arnalw17@gmail.com 

Kindergarten 
By Frank Wilson 

FGCA PROGRAM GUIDE PAGE 4 & 5 

. . . 

 

H ave you just moved into the 

Greater Victoria area? Are you 

looking for a way to get to know 

your city and meet new friends? 

Then Victoria Women’s Newcomers 

Club may be right for you! 

We are a lively, fun-loving vol-

unteer organization, organized by 

women for women, helping each 

other through the ups and downs of 

moving to a new city. We meet once 

a month for a social luncheon where 

knowledgeable guest speakers pro-

vide valuable information and in-

sights into living in Victoria. Plus, 

we have a variety of special activity 

groups meeting weekly, bi-weekly 

and/or monthly for socializing, 

New Home, New City, New Friends! 
By Linda Alleyne 

walking, golfing, playing bridge, 

learning mah-jongg, meeting at new 

restaurants, exploring new sites, shar-

ing books, learning about iPads, and 

even paddling on a Dragon Boat team! 

The list is almost endless and we also 

have special activity groups that in-

clude partners so we practically guar-

antee you will love your new home 

here as much as we do! 

To find out more about our club 

and our next luncheon on September 

10th, visit our website 

www.vicdaynewcomers.ca. We are 

sure that you will find the transition 

much easier and even fun as you make 

new friends and discover our wonder-

ful city of Victoria. 

mailto:Arnalw17@gmail.com
http://www.vicdaynewcomers.ca/
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Support the businesses that give back to 

their community by advertising in the  
Observer.  We couldn’t do it without them!

What’s New In The Hood? 
By George Zador 

Redefine Christmas Without Consumerism 
By Shannon K. Auringer 

A 
s Christmas quickly rears its 

candy coated nose around the 

corner, with only four 

months left to go, the tantalizing 

tickle of childhood memories flood 

into our minds. Visions of eggnog, 

gingerbread cookies, and evenings 

with our family are almost completely 

overtaken by the big box stores and 

their consumeristic idea of Christmas, 

as they inflate obnoxious Santas down 

every aisle. 

As children the idea of Christmas 

was simple, but as adults it brings 

with it a certain amount of stress. 

Most of us still want to enjoy the fes-

tivities and traditions that we grew up 

with, as well as create new ones of 

our own. We delight in the feeling of 

giving gifts to family and friends, go-

ing to Butchart Gardens for the 

Twelve Days of Christmas display, 

and work parties. We live vicariously 

through our children as their eyes 

light up at the sight of the present 

adorned tree on Christmas morning. 

But then January comes quickly and 

the hype is gone as fast as it hap-

pened. Credit card statements clog up 

the mailbox and consumer regret 

makes its uncomfortable appearance, 

like last night’s decision to eat that 

second bowl of chili.  

Can we still enjoy the 

Christmas season with-

out getting ourselves 

stuck in that seemingly 

unavoidable pit of anxi-

ety and remorse? Is it 

even possible to have a great holiday 

while staying within the bounds of 

the financial reality where we live? 

The answer to both of those questions 

is a big Heck Yea You Can!  

Let’s tackle the idea of gift giving. 

Who told us that presents had to be 

the latest and greatest thing out there? 

Which by the way, typically have the 

biggest price tag attached to them as 

well. The companies that want us to 

buy their products, that’s who. Seri-

ously, why do we let them make us 

feel bad for not being able to buy our 

kids the twenty-fourth generation 

iPad? How about bringing the con-

cept of gift giving back to ‘it’s the 

thought that counts’.  

Try saving a bundle of dough by 

making your gifts this year. Hand-

made scarves and toques are always 

appreciated and can be easy to do. 

Looms can be bought at any crafts 

store for under $20 and a ball of nice 

yarn for about $6. A full size scarf 

can be made by a beginner in about 

two hours, while watching TV. An-

other great gift idea is a batch of 

cookies in a jar. This where you layer 

all the dry ingredients of a cookie rec-

ipe in a mason jar. Attach the instruc-

tions with a ribbon around the lid. All 

the person receiving the cookie jar 

has to do is add the wet ingredients 

and bake. What can make this more 

of a personalized gift is showing a 

little imagination with the recipe and 

maybe picking one that isn’t widely 

known.  

Now that we have our gifts figured 

out, we are ready to wrap. Rather than 

going out and spending $50 on expen-

sive wrapping paper, whose destiny is 

only to be torn off and thrown into the 

recycling, just go to your own blue-

box and pullout yesterday’s newspa-

per. Wrapping your gifts in newspa-

per is not only environmentally sound 

and free, but also really interesting to 

look at and sure to bring a smile your 

friends faces. It can even be an adven-

ture for kids to look for the most col-

ourful newspapers they can find in the 

months prior to Christmas. 

Partaking in the local Christmas 

festivities is the quickest way to feel a 

big drain in your wallet and leave you 

feeling bored and frustrated. It seems 

like everything in town costs so much 

money to be a part of, but this can be 

turned around and looked at as a fun 

challenge. How many things can you 

find to do that will feed your Christ-

mas spirit for either cheap or free?  

A good start is at the Empress Ho-

tel’s ‘Festival of Trees’. This is where 

local businesses and organizations put 

up uniquely decorated trees through-

out the entire hotel, to be judged by 

the public. Apart from casting your 

vote for a small donation, this activity 

is completely free and can take as 

long as you’d like.  

If you wander over to the Laurel 

Point Inn, you can catch the the Na-

tional Gingerbread Showcase. This 

amazing display of art and imagina-

tion runs from about mid-November 

through to January. There are ginger-

bread creations done by both amateur 

and professional cookie crafters, and 

many of these displays will leave you 

amazed at all the edible art. 

The Hotel Grand Pacific hosts the 

annual Bear Wear event in support of 

the Children’s Health Foundation. 

Beautiful displays of teddy bears 

adorned in interesting costumes line 

the hotel’s lobby for anyone to view. 

Donations are accepted and appreci-

ated, but not required. 

It’s true that Christmas typically 

brings with it a lot of stress and regret, 

but it is also true that it doesn’t have 

to. Focusing on the tradition of to-

getherness and simplicity can give 

you a fulfilling and amazing holiday 

without the lengthy hangover of over-

done consumerism. 

T 
here are those who think that 

Victoria is changing too fast, 

while for others, it is not fast 

enough. Like it or not, growth is hap-

pening and while perhaps not so im-

mediately evident in our Fairfield-

Gonzales neighbourhood, in the past 

months we have seen a few things to 

note. 

Bicycles everywhere; they were 

around before, but this year the two-

wheeled traffic is up significantly, es-

pecially on our quieter side streets. 

According to statistics, Victoria, at 6 

percent, has the highest percentage of 

people commuting to work on bikes 

anywhere in Canada. Add to that all 

the recreational riders out on sunny 

days and you may think that it is get-

ting close to the scene in Amsterdam. 

This is good news, and let’s keeps 

them safe while driving the four 

wheelers.  

A while back there were some big 

machines on our streets, digging huge 

holes and people wearing reflective 

gear, performing mysterious work 

deep down. It was part of the sewer 

system improvement program, so we 

were told. But being a skeptic, I asked 

if by any chance they were prospect-

ing for precious metals on the sly. The 

man on the backhoe said he was not 

allowed to answer. Hmm;  interesting. 

More on the streets; businesses 

closed, and new ones opened. The 

City of Victoria spent tax money well 

on new crosswalks, Pioneer Park was 

revitalized, and how about those new 

yellow lane markings on main streets 

or the new traffic pattern in Beacon 

Hill Park? So much buzz about reduc-

ing the speed limit on residential 

streets, and you could try boulevard 

gardening…and the view to the water 

from Dallas Road is as stunning as 

ever! 

All right… we’ll let Oak Bay take 

the credit for being the headquarters 

for the TV show “Gracepoint” filmed 

all over Victoria, but remember the 

days of shooting at Clover Point? 

When the show airs in the fall, we’ll 

be able to say, “looky there, those are 

the cliffs down at the foot of Cook 

Street” and “man, it looks great!” 

Yes, we like the traditional appear-

ance of our neighbourhood and we 

make our voices heard after those 

signs go up with notices of rezoning 

applications. There were many pro-

jects big and small, from garden suite 

conversions to multi-story residential 

buildings that after the lengthy due 

process through the various channels 

of the City of Victoria, were approved 

for building permits. We’ll see some 

sparkling new additions to our street-

scape in the near future. 

Talk to newcomers to Victoria 

looking for homes to purchase and 

they’ll tell you that Fairfield is one of 

the most desirable areas they would 

like live in, but we are getting a bit 

pricey!  

Could we say that living in para-

dise is priceless? 
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The FGCA is a charitable society established 

in 1975 by a group of dedicated residents. 

We are governed by a Board of Directors and 

provide services to over 20,000 users 

annually. Our mission is to enhance the 

quality of life where we live. 
 

Board of Directors 
 

 President ~ Edward Pullman  

 Vice President ~ Paul Brown 

 Treasurer ~Lynn Beak   

 Secretary ~  Christopher Schmidt 

 Directors ~ Torrance Coste /  

 Drew Tupper / Scott Davis /  

 Susan Snell / George Zador 
 

SPORTBALL MULTI-SPORT CAMP (3 – 5 YEARS) 
What a fantastic experience for a child! Sportball camps 
focus on the eight core Sportball sports including hockey, 
soccer, tennis, baseball, basketball, volleyball, golf and 
football as well as arts and crafts, snack time, stories, 
music, co-operative games and theme days. Camps are 
run indoors and outdoors, depending on the location and 
weather.  Please bring a hat, nut-free snack, refillable 
water bottle and sunscreen. 
Monday - Friday, Mar 16 - Mar 20    
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   5/$140  
 
FIVE POINTS PRESCHOOL (3 - 5 YEARS) 
Children learn through play. Play provides children with 
opportunities to explore, investigate, and practice skills. 
Children build knowledge through hands-on experience or 
through the direct manipulation of objects and materials. 
The emphasis in our program is on process learning. We 
provide this by offering choices within a framework, 
facilitating problem solving, redirecting and encouraging 
independent exploration of the environment.  
Monday, Wednesday & Friday  3 days a week $165 
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.    

Sep - Jun     
 
MOSS ROCK PRESCHOOL (3 - 5 YEARS) 
Our goal at Moss Rock Preschool is to provide educational 

opportunities of exploration in a vast number of areas, 
such as nature, community, art and social interactions. Our 
focus is heavy on exploration based learning in a warm, 
diverse and nurturing environment. We pay close 

attention to the choices their preschoolers make and, with 
that, continue to create an evolving program that best 
suits the childrens’ individual needs.  
Monday to Friday    2 days a week $120 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.   3 days a week $180 
Sep - Jun    4 days a week $240 
    5 days a week $300 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL CARE (5 – 12 YEARS) 
Emphasizing fun, safety and fair play in a positive 

environment, our licensed before and after school 

programs are play-based and child-focused in nature. 

Our staff view children as individuals with their own 

ideas, cultural beliefs, abilities and interests, and strive to 

provide a safe and stimulating environment. 

After school care  2 days a week $200 

2:50 p.m.  - 6:00 p.m.  3 days a week $250 
    5 days a week $300  
 

Before school care  5 days a week $100 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.   
 

Before school care drop-in 1 day/$5.00 
After school care drop-in  1 day/$25.00 

 
YOUTH ZONE 
A registered program for grades 5 and 6 with  
expanded programming and workshops.   
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.    $100/month 

       
CHILL ZONE YOUTH DROP-IN 
Drop-in program for youth in grades 5 to 8.   
Thursday and Friday  
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   By donation 
  

  
  

 
 
 

 
 

SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS I 
An introduction to the basics of Spanish.  Learn grammar, 
pronunciation, reading and writing, as well as common 
idioms and expressions. Cultural traditions and context 
from Latin America are taught.   
Wednesdays, Oct 1 - Dec 3 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   10/$90 

  
SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS II 
This course will take a more in depth approach to 
developing your conversational Spanish skills.  Suitable 
for those who have a basic knowledge of Spanish or have 
taken our Spanish for Beginners course.   
Wednesdays, Feb 4 - Mar 25 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   8/$72     
 

BADMINTON DROP-IN  
Join our group of enthusiasts for an evening of co-ed 
badminton. Bring your own racquet. Birdies provided.  

Tuesdays, Beginning Sep 23   
8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.           1/$3.50 (school gym) 

   
 

 
 

 
 

CLOTHING SWAP 
Come to the Place on the fourth Saturday of the month for 
a family clothing swap. Bring along your beloved but 
outgrown items to exchange for new duds!  Clothing will 
only be accepted during the event hours and all 
remaining items will be donated. 
Saturdays, Aug 23, Sept 27, Oct, 25, Nov 22 
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   By donation 

  
OUR PLACE IS YOUR PLACE 
Come join us at Fairfield Community Place on the last 
Monday of the month for board games, guitar jamming, 
clothing exchanges, book clubs, video games, and free 
computer access.  We welcome new ideas!  
Mondays, Sep 29, Oct 27, Nov 24 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.   By donation 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

PARENT & TOT DROP-IN  (BIRTH – 5 YEARS) 
An opportunity for young children and their caregivers to 
meet and play in an informal atmosphere with toys, books 
and crafts. Snack provided.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays       
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   By donation 

  
KINDERGYM DROP-IN  (WALKING – 5 YEARS) 
A time for preschoolers and caregivers to play and learn 
together in a fun, positive environment. Gym equipment is 
set up, upon which children can explore.  
Mondays            
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.            $2  - LIFE cards welcome 

  
LEARN & LAUGH...THEN LUNCH! 
Step out of our regular drop-in for a brief discussion on  
parenting issues with other caregivers while your children 
continue to socialize in our parent & tot drop-in. Then 
everyone gathers for a simple soup & bread lunch. 
Thursdays  (starts Oct 2)          
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.   By donation 

   
SPORTBALL - JUNIOR (16 – 24 MONTHS) 
This program is a perfect introduction to Sportball. 
Children and parents participate in sports, creative 
games, songs, rhymes, stories, bubble time and more!   
Thursdays, Sep 18 - Oct 30 
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.   7/$98 
  

Thursdays, Nov 6 - Dec 11 
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.   6/$84 
 

Thursdays, Jan 15 - Feb 26 
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.   7/$98 

 
SPORTBALL - PARENT & CHILD (2 – 3 YEARS) 
Parents are guided through activities with their little sports 
fans using the award-winning Sportball curriculum, which 
provides the basic concepts and skills behind seven 
popular sports: baseball, basketball, golf, hockey, soccer, 
tennis and volleyball.  
Thursdays, Sep 18 - Oct 30 
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   7/$98 
  

Thursdays, Nov 6 - Dec 11 
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   6/$84 
 

Thursdays, Jan 15 - Feb 26 
9:45a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   7/$98 

 
SPORTBALL - MULTI-SPORT (3 – 5 YEARS) 
Multi-Sport programs focus on skill development in 8 
popular sports: football, soccer, hockey, baseball, 
basketball, tennis, volleyball and golf. Participants learn, 
rehearse, and refine sports skills in a positive, 
encouraging, and non-competitive atmosphere. 
Thursdays, Sep 18 - Oct 30 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   7/$98 
  

Thursdays, Nov 6 - Dec 11 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   6/$84 
 

Thursdays, Jan 15 - Feb 26 
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.   7/$98 

  
SPORTBALL - SOCCER (3.5 – 5 YEARS) 
Learn the fundamental skills necessary to excel in soccer: 
throw-ins, dribbling, passing, goalie skills and more. The 
first half of each session is dedicated to skill development.  
The second half features a non-competitive game, 
demonstrating field positions and teamwork. 
Wednesdays, Sep 10 - Oct 29  8/$112  
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  
          

PUBLIC COMPUTER & PRINTER 
We have a computer and printer available for community 
use to access the internet, check email and word processing  
Monday to Saturday 
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Free, fee for printing 
 

AFRICAN HAND DRUMMING (LVL 1) 
Have you ever wanted to learn to play music in a 
welcoming group setting? It's a fun way to unwind and 
energize while meeting new friends! African drumming has 
proven health benefits, and is easy for anyone to learn at 
any age.  
Tuesdays, Sep 16 - Oct 7 
7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.   4/$64 
  

Tuesdays, Oct 14 - Dec 9 (no class Nov 11) 
7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.   8/$128 
  

Tuesdays, Jan 27 - Mar 24 (no class Feb 10) 
7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.   8/$128 
 

AFRICAN HAND DRUMMING (LVL 2) 
For students who have taken level 1 for at least one year, 
and are comfortable playing bass, tone and slap notes. 
Tuesdays, Sep 16 - Oct 7 
8:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.   4/$64 
  

Tuesdays, Oct 14 - Dec 9 (no class Nov 11) 
8:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.   8/$128 
 

Tuesdays, Jan 27 - Mar 24 (no class Feb 10) 
8:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.   8/$128 

 
YOGA-YIN 
This session will target the main joints of the body (hips, 
back and shoulders).  Classes are kept at a peaceful and 
mindful pace to allow deeper exploration of poses and 
cultivate greater somatic awareness. Yogic poses are 
maintained mainly in a seated or reclined position from 3 
to 5 minutes.  Practices are supported with guided 
meditative and relaxation techniques, including breath-
work.  Suitable for all levels. 
Thursdays, Oct 2 - Dec 4  
5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.    10/$80 
 

Thursdays, Jan 22 - Mar 26 
5:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.   10/$80 

 
YOGA - IYENGAR SUPPORT AND RESTORE (NEW) 
Join us for an hour of gentle yoga in the Iyengar method.  
A practice to support and restore. 
Thursdays, Sep 25 - Dec 4 
12:30 p.m. -1:30 p.m.    11/$99 
 

Thursdays, Jan 15 - Mar 26 
12:30 p.m. -1:30 p.m.    11/$99 

 
YOGA - IYENGAR BEGINNERS 
The Iyengar approach to Hatha Yoga encourages a 
balance between flexibility, strength and endurance by 
emphasizing correct body alignment and precision. Enjoy a 
sense of well-being and increased relaxation. 
Tuesdays, Sep 23 - Dec 9 (no class Nov 11) 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   11/$121 
  

Tuesdays, Sep 23 - Dec 9 (no class Nov 11) 
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   11/$121 
 

Tuesdays, Jan 20 - May 31 
11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   11/$121 
  

Tuesdays, Jan 20 - May 31 
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   11/$121 

 
YOGA - IYENGAR INTERMEDIATE 
The Iyengar approach to Hatha Yoga encourages a 
balance between flexibility, strength and endurance by  
emphasizing correct body alignment and precision. Enjoy a 
sense of well-being and increased relaxation. 
Tuesdays, Sep 23 - Dec 9 (no class Nov 11) 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   11/$121 
 

Tuesdays, Jan 20 - May 31 
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   11/$121 

 
SPRING FOREST QIGONG 
Spring Forest Qigong (SFQ) is a simple, efficient and 
effective method for helping you heal physical and 
emotional pain to enhance the quality of your life and the 
lives of others.  
Wednesdays, Oct 1 - Dec 1 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   10/$100 
 

Wednesdays, Jan 28 - Apr 1 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   10/$100 

 
TC10K TRAINING CLINIC 
Planning to participate in the 2015 TC10K walk or run 
event on April 26, 2015? This training program includes a 
graduated plan for walkers or runners of all levels, expert 
training tips, and the support and encouragement of 
experienced leaders and guest speakers.  
Wednesdays, Jan 21 - Apr 22 
6:45 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.   14/$120 

 

ADULT  
   

SPECIAL  
  EVENTS 

PRESCHOOL  
  AGE 

SCHOOL  
  AGE 

FGCA RECREATION & PROGRAMS       250-382-4604 FOR INFO AND REGISTRATION 

 
                                                           
 
 
 

  

ZUMBA® 
Join us for one of the fastest growing Latin dance-inspired 
fitness crazes across the world! People of all ages are 
falling in love with its infectious music, easy-to-follow 
dance moves and body-sculpting benefits. Come dance to 
the rhythms of Salsa, Merengue, Mambo and other Latin 
beats. This is a fitness class you will not want to miss! 
Mondays, Sep 22 - Dec 1 (No class Oct 13) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   10/$80 
  

Mondays, Jan 19 - Mar 30 (No class Feb 9) 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   10/$80 
 

ZUMBA® 15-15-15 
Love Zumba Toning and love Zumba but want to take it to 
another level? Why not try Zumba 15-15-15?  It’s a 
combination: 15 minutes of Zumba Toning, 15 minutes of 
Zumba, 15 minutes of Zumba Core, and we finish with a 
cool-down and stretching. 
Thursdays, Sep 25 - Nov 27 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.    10/$80 
 

Thursdays, Jan22 - Mar 26 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.   10/$80 

 

ZUMBA® TONING  
This is the original dance-fitness class taken to the next 
level.  Zumba Toning is an innovative muscle training 
program with the addition of light weight toning sticks.   
Mondays, Sep 22 - Dec 1 (No class Oct 13) 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.    10/$80 
  

Tuesdays, Sep 23 - Dec 2 (No class Nov 11) 
6:45 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.   10/$80 
  

Wednesdays, Sept 24 - Nov 26 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    10/$80 
  

Friday, Sep 26 - Nov 28  
6:45 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.    10/$80 
  

Mondays, Jan 19 - Mar 30 (no class Feb 9) 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.    10/$80 
  

Tuesdays, Jan 20 - Mar 24 
6:45 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.   10/$80 
  

Wednesdays, Jan 21 - Mar 25 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    10/$80 
  

Friday, Jan 23 - Mar 27 
6:45 a.m. – 7:45 a.m.    10/$80 

 
 

 
 

  

 SEPTEMBER 8 - 12 
 Curious about one of these classes?   
 Drop in & try one for free! 
 

YOGA-YIN 
Thursday, Sep 10  
5:00p.m. - 6:15p.m.    Free 
  

SPRING FOREST QIGONG 
Wednesday, Sep 9 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.   Free 
   

ZUMBA® 

Monday, Sep 8 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   Free  
 

ZUMBA® TONING  
Mondays, Sep 8 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.    Free 
  

Wednesday, Sept 9 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    Free 
  

 ZUMBA® 15-15-15 
Thursday, Sep 10 
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.   Free 
 

SPORTBALL JUNIOR (16 – 24 MONTHS) 
Thursday, Sep 10 
9:00 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.   Free 
  

SPORTBALL - PARENT & CHILD (2 – 3 YEARS) 

Thursday, Sep 10 
9:45 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   Free 
 

SPORTBALL - MULTI-SPORT (3 – 5 YEARS) 

Thursday, Sep 10 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   Free 

 

FREE CLASS 
WEEK! 

 
 
 

 

 

Plastic Recycling Depots 4th  Saturday of every month 
   

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m St. Matthias Church 600 Richmond Ave - at Richardson 
  

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Canadian Red Cross 909 Fairfield Rd - at Quadra 
 

Check out the free table at the Red Cross depot! plasticsrecycling@fairfieldcommunity.ca  

FACILTY RENTALS 

The Fairfield Gonzales Community Association is the 
perfect location to host a meeting, workshop, 
special event, family function, dance, fundraiser or 
dinner.  

 Availability depends on current program 
scheduling.  

 Please call 250-382-4604 for information & 
bookings. 

 Visit our website www.fairfieldcommunity.ca  

for FAQs & photos 

 Tables and chairs are included with all rentals.  

 All rooms are wheelchair accessible including 
washroom facilities.  

 
GARRY OAK ROOM 
An open, multi-purpose room with large windows. 
1500 square feet, 80 people can be seated or 100 
standing. Soundsytem and microphone included. 
Located adjacent to the Sir James Douglas School, 
access is from 1335 Thurlow Road. 
 

$50  Hourly     
$150 Half day (9am-3pm or 4pm-10pm)   
$250 Full day (9am-10pm)  
$50 To add kitchen to rental, if available 

 
CORINNE’S KITCHEN 
A 900 sq. ft. commercial kitchen with 12 person 
seating around large, stainless steel counter. Gas 
grill and oven, electric cooktop, commercial fridge 
and sanitizer. Accessed through shared foyer with 
the Garry Oak Room.  
 

THE PORTABLE 
This self-contained space is perfect for meetings, 
workshops or rehearsal space. Windows let light in 
from two sides overlooking Porter Park. It is 
available until 2:30 pm daily, evenings after 
6:00pm and all day weekends. 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL CARE (OSC) ROOM 
The large room that we use for Out of School Care  
faces south making it a very sunny and warm 
meeting place.  Suitable for gatherings of 20 -30 
people and is available for weekend and evening 
events. 
 

FAMILY ROOM 
A bright comfortable room suitable for small 
gatherings of 20 people, available during evenings 
and weekends. It has a small living room type 
corner and adjustable tables. Large windows face 
west.  
$30 Hourly (2 hour minimum) 
$25 Hourly (for a 3– 5 hour rental) 
$150 Flat rate for 6 or more hours 

Donate 
Want to help us deliver 
our amazing programs? 
Every contribution helps! 

 

Amount: 

  _____ 
Credit Card #: 

  _____ 
Expiry date: 

  _____ 
Cheques made payable to:  

Fairfield Gonzales  
Community Association 

      YES, EMAIL ME!  

Observer 
Newspaper &  
FGCA E-news 
Want to know what’s 
happening at our 
centre and around the 
neighbourhood? 

You may withdraw your consent  
to receive FGCA communications at any time 

THANKS FOR GETTING INVOLVED! 

Name: 

Address:     

Phone:            

Email:                                 

Postal Code:           

Check to have our 
publications emailed to 
you. Keep in the loop 

with classes, drop-ins, 
FGCA events and 
community news. 

  Be a DONOR!  

Volunteer 
Want to lend a hand? 
Connect with your 
community? 

 Be a VOLUNTEER!  

Membership 
Do you live, or own a 
business in Fairfield 
Gonzales? 

  Be a MEMBER!  

Members can vote at 
our annual general 
meeting to elect our 
board of directors, as 
well as receive updates 
about FGCA activities 
and neighbourhood 

news. 

Check to be contacted 
about volunteer opportu-
nities.  Be a part of our 
Fall Fairfield, Gala fund-
raiser, Board of Direc-
tors, archive team, Ob-
server and special pro-
jects! Bring your skills to 
the table and learn new 
things by volunteering! 

Cut out this form & mail/drop off at 1330 Fairfield Rd. V8S 1L6 

 
 

FGCA 
Annual  
General  
Meeting 

 

Monday  
October 27th 

7:00pm-9:00pm 
 

1330 Fairfield Road. 
 

Everyone welcome.  
 

Come out to learn how FGCA programs and projects 

enhance community life for all ages!  

 

Celebrate our work and share in the pride of our  

active, engaged neighbourhood . 

 

Members will vote to elect our board & we will  

launch our new website! 

1330  Fairfield Rd. Victoria BC V8S 5J1   place@fairfieldcommunity.ca   www.fairfieldcommunity.ca 

mailto:plasticsrecycling@fairfieldcommunity.ca
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I 
t was a sunny morning in July 

when I entered the FGCA lobby at 

1330 Fairfield Rd.  Shuffling feet, 

busy chatter and children’s laughter 

drew me to the Summer Craze –Artists 

Alive children’s workshop.   

Light rays flooded the classroom 

through ceiling tall windows.  I found 

Luz Studios owner, Quinton Gordon, 

crouched under a black velvet blanket 

attached to a 25 year old view camera 

with vintage lens c.1892 demonstrat-

ing to the children how image was 

formed and how lense projected an 

image.   

Gordon earlier talked about the 

early to modern history of film based 

photography, providing the children 

some theory lite information to think 

about later when 

handling the cam-

era.  Once the 

group finished 

looking through 

the apparatus, 

camp leaders cor-

ralled the energetic 

5-12 year olds for 

an instant photo 

shoot by analogue 

portrait photogra-

pher, Wes Shelley.  

“It’s fun to see 

kids’ enthusiasm.  Curiosity is the 

foundation of creativity.  It’s neat to 

witness it,” said Gordon as he packed 

rolls of film, various kinds of prints 

and different types of cameras that 

were on display.  Luz Studios co-

owner and partner, Diana Millar, 

waited by the door for Gordon, watch-

ing their little daughter autograph my 

notebook; a smiling bug next to her 

name, Molly. 

That same afternoon, in the cool 

shade of Garry Oak trees behind the 

FGCA building, I followed the kids 

taking pictures.  They experimented 

with their cameras (provided by the 

summer camp program) taking pic-

tures of their surroundings, themselves 

and each other.  It felt like being on a 

film set of a Wes Anderson movie tak-

ing pictures of kids taking pictures.  I 

couldn’t wait to see the photos in print.  

 “Children taking pictures is a great 

opportunity for them to have a dia-

logue with what they are doing,” said 

Dave Pollock, a Victorian professional 

photographer and owner of Prism Im-

aging.  An abstract image of dapple 

light hitting the ground, reminded Pol-

lock of the time when he was a child, 

how often he studied light moving on 

the ground - creating forms, shadows, 

positive and negative spaces.  “It is 

also part of an active awareness with 

their surroundings that can be achieved 

through art making,” Pollock added, 

“to see the world in their point of view, 

the angles they take a picture from, 

provides a different perspective for 

adults.” 

Prism Imaging has been developing 

film and custom prints since the early 

1980’s.  It was the main pro-lab in 

town at the time, said Pollock.  FGCA 

Community Development Coordinator, 

Vanya McDonell, approached Prism 

Imaging to sponsor the project.  Pol-

lock agreed to print the children’s 

photo images because he strongly 

believes in community involvement 

and more importantly, empowering 

children by taking pictures, enabling 

viewers to participate and see the 

world in a different way.  

The opening reception on July 18 

allowed parents, friends and commu-

nity to view the children’s Summer 

Camp Craze – Artists Alive art work, 

on display for the duration of the sum-

mer.  Part of organizing an art exhibi-

tion, it is always interesting to see how 

it was curated and what concepts were 

used to frame it.  McDonell provided 

valuable insight to the process: 

“The management team of summer 

camp chose the images for enlarge-

ment based solely on their initial reac-

tions to the images.  We put up almost 

all the images that were shot in small 

form, grouping them into series based 

loosely on theme or colour.  We did 

this because we wanted to recognize 

every child’s contribution to the pro-

ject, also because most of the images 

were so great!”  

The FGCA operates a seven-week 

summer camp every year.  “Active 

community engagement was this year’s 

grounding component to spring board 

art based experiments.  Photography, 

painting, craft-making, mixed media 

and art installation were some of the 

activities offered this year,” said camp 

manager JoAnne Gordon. 

poor health and chronic diseases like 

diabetes, heart disease and high 

blood pressure.  

Why does a health authority get 

involved in food security? Because 

food is an important foundation for 

all aspects of our wellbeing. When 

nutritious foods are available to us, 

they support our physical and mental 

health and can prevent a variety of 

chronic health conditions related to 

poor nutrition. 

Our food system is also vulner-

able to big-picture impacts like envi-

ronmental contamination, extreme 

weather events, and even interna-

tional conflicts. We can help protect 

our communities from these impacts 

by building healthy, sustainable food 

systems right here on the island. 

There are many people and 

groups leading food security efforts 

across Island Health and in local 

communities. Local programs like 

t h e  G o o d  F o o d  B o x 

(www.thegoodfoodbox.ca) which 

provides a consistent source of af-

fordable produce to customers at a 

lower cost than what they would find 

at the grocery store and gleaning pro-

grams like Life Cycles’ fruit tree pro-

ject (www.lifecyclesproject.ca), a 

program where volunteers harvest 

and distribute fruit from privately 

owned trees that would otherwise go 

to waste, are examples of  local ini-

tiatives that support food security. 

For more information, please visit 

www.viha.ca and search food 

s e c u r i t y ,  o r  v i s i t 

www.communitycouncil.ca and 

search CRFAIR. 

F 
ood security is a phrase often 

heard these days. While it may 

conjure up visions of locking 

up your broccoli, what it really means 

is that healthy food is available on a 

regular basis today, and into the fu-

ture, for everyone in our community. 

Food security means we all have the 

skills, the time, and the tools to make 

healthy choices and nutritious meals 

for our families. It means that healthy 

food is affordable and easy to access; 

that we can find foods that fit with 

our cultural and religious values. 

There are opportunities for us to grow 

fruits and vegetables in home or com-

munity gardens, and to harvest wild 

foods from forests and oceans. A 

healthy food system includes local 

farmers and food producers so food 

travels less distance to our table. This 

translates into less fuel, cost and pol-

lution involved in shipping food. 

We are food insecure when we 

can’t access the foods that we need to 

live healthy and active lives. About 10 

percent of British Columbians are 

food insecure. The risk of food insecu-

rity increases for people with low in-

comes and for some immigrant and 

cultural groups including Aboriginal 

peoples, single parents, seniors, youth, 

and people living in remote communi-

ties. They may end up eating less 

healthy foods, like fast food or junk 

food simply because that’s what’s af-

fordable or available. People who are 

food insecure are more likely to have 

Food Security: What Does It Mean? 
By Susan Evans, Island Health 

“I love the unexpected angles and play with light.   

So impressed with the kids!” 

“Outstanding!   

Awesome collaboration!” 

“Brilliant!  Inspiring!!”    

                   “Fantastic!” 

Luz Studios: Modern Analogue Luz offers studio space and tintype (think 70’s) studio 

portraiture | luzstudios.com | 250 590-7557 | 

Wes Shelley takes portraitures of humans in various analogue mediums | wesshelley.com | 

Prism Imaging  is your one-stop shop for all of your photo imaging needs | prismimag-

ing.com | 250 386-7787 | 

Dave Pollock is a photographer and printmaker from Victoria | davidpollockphotogra-

phy.com | 250 475-0897 | 

Artists Alive Photo Project 
By Sheila Alonzo 

http://www.thegoodfoodbox.ca
http://www.lifecyclesproject.ca
http://www.viha.ca
http://www.communitycouncil.ca
mailto:hello@luzstudios.com
mailto:info@prismimaging.com
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B 
ehind the French doors 

that led into my Grand-

mother Elizabeth’s front 

room sat her big comfy couch, in 

its place of importance by the front 

of the big window with its view of 

the harbour. 

It had taken all her savings 

from the sale of milk from the cow 

she kept in the backyard, along 

with the money she earned from 

taking in the neighbourhood laun-

dry, to buy that couch. It was a 

treasured piece of furniture to her, 

a validation of how hard work and 

saving pennies could grant your 

wishes. 

Grandma’s front room re-

mained behind closed doors during 

the week. It was an “Sunday only” 

room, at least for her grandchil-

dren. There was a faint hint of 

mustiness in the air, perhaps from 

being shut for so many days in a 

row. But it didn’t take long for the 

sweet scent of Grandma’s Lily-of-

the-Valley toilet water to fill the 

space. 

It was a race between us chil-

dren to be first at the corner seat, 

where our little arms could rest on 

its fat arms while we sank into the 

soft cushions. Grandma poured tea 

and we devoured plates of her 

warm scones, clotted cream, and 

home-made jam while my Aunt 

entertained us with airy tunes from 

the upright piano, another treas-

ured piece paid for by Grandma’s 

hard work and thrift. 

Life went on; we grew up 

and went our separate ways. 

Grandma died, followed not so 

long after by Grandpa. Their 

four daughters distributed the 

furniture among themselves and 

her grandchildren, along with 

the piano and the couch. Her 

youngest daughter, who wanted 

the couch, took it to her family’s 

seaside cottage, where once 

again it found a place in front of 

a window. Only this time it was 

overlooking the ocean. 

It stood there for over forty 

years, increasingly showing age 

and deterioration. It was well 

used over those years as children 

and pets came and went, adults 

slept off the previous night’s 

party snug in its girth, and 

splashes of wine and Kool-Aid 

left their marks. A few too many 

cats clawed at its cushions, and 

sand and seashells found their 

way into the soft coverings as its 

colour faded away from the sun. 

Over time the inner springs be-

gan to poke through, and the 

cushions became lumpy, but 

somehow, even with its flaws, it 

was still comfy. 

The time had come to replace 

this aging beauty. It was a sensi-

tive decision, hard to think of 

relegating this memory piece 

and all it stood for to the dump. 

Thankfully, the eldest of Eliza-

beth’s great-grandsons asked if 

he could have it. His plan, as a 

 

Elizabeth’s Comfy Couch 
By Jo-Ann Zador 

keeper of family treasures, was 

to have it rebuilt to its former 

glory. 

A few months later it was 

done, and we were invited to see 

the new “Elizabeth-couch” and 

to hear the wonderful story of 

its rebirth. The job was given to 

a man who had been almost able 

to match the original fabric cov-

ering, which was a difficult 

thing to accomplish after almost 

eighty years.  

It’s a small world after all; 

the tiny Asian man, the owner 

of the shop, found a small 

plaque on the back “bones” of 

the couch once he had stripped 

it down. On that plaque was the 

name and address of the original 

builder of Elizabeth’s couch, 

Mr. Cook! Excitedly, the shop 

owner revealed that his was the 

very same shop… and the ar-

chived photo he found of Mr. 

Cook working on the original 

construction of Elizabeth’s 

couch made the discovery even 

more startling.  This was truly a 

compelling reason for him to 

recreate the original work as 

best as he could, and the result 

was stunning. 

So now Elizabeth’s “new 

couch” is in another home, 

again to love, sit on and enjoy. 

Only this time, by Elizabeth’s 

great-grandchildren, complete 

with a remarkable story to tell. 

 
 

Buying a home in the Fairfield area 
can be daunting, and often thought to be 

out of reach for many people. But there 

are many ways to make your Fairfield 

home-ownership dreams come true. If 

you’re having a hard time coming up 

with the minimum 5% down, there are 

cash back options that can help with 

other expenses. If you qualify to do so, 

you’re also able borrow some of it. My 

favorite is still ‘Bank of Mom and Dad.’ 

Often, parents are willing to take money 

from their own secured Line of Credit to 

help house their children. (Or more likely, 

their grandchildren!) 
 

One of the best solutions to make pur-

chasing in Fairfield a possibility is to pur-

chase a home with a suite, or even add a 

garden suite to a single family home.  

For example: 
 

$600,000 purchase price, including  

        updates/adding a suite 

- $30,000 down payment (plus an 

         additional $12,000 +/-  

                    closing costs) 

+$18,000 mortgage insurance premium, 

         added to the mortgage 

$588,000  total mortgage required 
 

$2,800 mortgage payment (based on  

    today’s rates and a 25-yr  

               amortization) 

+$300/month estimated property taxes 

$3,100/month total 
 

As you can see, that’s a large number, 

but if you have a suite that rents for 

$1200/month, that’s like covering 

$250,000 of your mortgage and would 

reduce your monthly costs  to $1,900/

month.  It would also help you qualify for 

the mortgage, as lenders recognize suite 

income as income, so you’re able to bor-

row more when there’s a suite in the 

house. Purchasing a house for 

$350,000 without a suite is the same as 

purchasing a home for $600,000 with a 

suite. Fairfield, here we come! 
 

Something else to keep in mind that you 

may not have realized: In the above 

example, with the $2,800/mo mort-

gage payment… every month, over 

$1,300 of that payment goes towards 

the principal of the mortgage. In other 

words, it goes into your own equity, or 

your own pocket. It’s like a forced sav-

ings plan. 
 

In 5 years, when your first mortgage 

term is up, you will have paid down your 

mortgage by over $85,000 without 

making any additional payments. When 

you break it down that way, of the 

$1,900 that you pay (after the tenants 

pay their rent), $1,300 goes towards 

your equity, so in effect, only $600 of 

what you pay each month is like rent. 

The rest is paying down your mortgage. 

Fairfield is a beautiful place to live, and 

with interest rates at all-time lows, this 

might be the perfect time to make it 

happen. 

#103 - 3550 Saanich Rd., 

Victoria, BC V8X 1X2 

Phone: 250.475.1166 Ext. 103 

Toll free: 1.888.622.7999 

sylvia@mortgagecanada.com 

 

 

 

For any mortgage that 

comes from this ad, I’ll 

donate $100 to the 

Fairfield Community 

Centre! 

LIVING THE FAIRFIELD DREAM 

The Comfy Couch’s corner 
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Inspiring 
$5000+ 

 
Motivating 

1000+ 

 
 

 
Encouraging  

500+ 

 See & Do 
Bucan Bucan 

Barn Dance w/ Doug Paterson 
Saanich International Dancers Music 

International Women’s Catering Co-op 
Tamales Don Carlos 

 www.fairfieldcommunity.ca  

Major Sponsors: 

4th Annual Harvest Fête  
a FREE event celebrating harvest and community! 

Help us celebrate our  

community in action  

throughout 2015, the FGCA’s  
 

 

Stay tuned to 

www.fairfieldcommunity.ca for 

news and events. 

CTV 
CFAX 
KOOL FM 

REALTORS ® of Greater Victoria 
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria 
Island Farms 
RBC Cook Street Village 
Duttons & Co. Real Estate  
Thrifty Foods 
Ok Tire Saanichton 

Artisan Wine Shop  
Abstract Developments 
Aryze Development 
Bubby Rose’s Bakery 
L.A. Limo 
Insite Design 

40th anniversary! 

A community A  community A  community    

mural projectmural projectmural project   

FAIRFIELD storiesFAIRFIELD storiesFAIRFIELD stories   

   
 

Draw, Paint & Create About Home 
The public is invited to join hands to create 

collective ideas about Home and Belonging. 

See www.fairfieldcommunity.ca/events 
For FREE workshop dates throughout the fall. 

THANK YOU 
to our major sponsors for 2013-14: 

Collaborative Art Making 
Old Fashioned Games 
Garden Expo -  
Bring your Harvest! 

Eats 

FallFallFall   
FairFairFairfieldfieldfield   


