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Moss Street Village 
Creating a Green Neighbourhood in the Heart of Fairfield 

April 7, 2009 

 

What do you think? 

 Can we choose co-operation and 
celebration instead of isolation and 
fear (even in the face of financial and 
ecological collapses)?  

 Can we build on local strengths and 
community assets to create and 
maintain a healthy environment for 
everyone? 

 How can we make it more possible for 
people to ‘age in place’ and to be near 
their grandchildren? 

 How can we best sustain ourselves, 
each other, and the vitality of this 
beautiful, unique place?  

 

The Moss Street Village vision is to tap and 
connect the contributions of people from all 
walks of life and all ages: we all have 
something to offer, and we all have needs.  
 

First annual Chapman/Linden Street Party, 
September 2008 

What might we achieve together? 

1. Strengthened sense of community, 
through block parties, potlucks, seasonal 
celebrations, and other social activities; 

2. Joint stewardship of common areas, for 
example boulevard gardening and 
creation of amenities such as public art 
and benches (see, for example, Portland 
City Repair - cityrepair.org);  

 
Intersection mural in Portland 

3. Improved safety, for example through 
traffic calming and crime prevention 
programs; 

4. Improved security and resiliency, 
through increased local food production, 
sharing among neighbours, disaster 
preparedness, etc.; 

5. Reduced carbon impact, through use of 
renewable energy, alternative 
transportation, local purchasing, etc.; 

6. Improved access to housing, through 
secondary suites, small-suite ‘eco-villas’, 
co-ops, and other strategies; 

7. Ecosystem regeneration, for example 
through removal of invasive plants; 

8. Expanded opportunities for youth, such 
as recreation, art and entrepreneurship. 
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Moss Street Village is located in the heart of 
Fairfield (City of Victoria - Coast Salish 
traditional territory), close to the waterfront, 
downtown, and many other amenities. 

It is the area within about 3 blocks from the 
historic Five Points intersection (Fairfield 
Road & Moss St), roughly from Richardson to 
May St. and from Linden to Kipling/Thurlow.  
 

         

Are you willing to help with the Moss 
Street Village initiative? 

We need help with first steps such as:  

 Doing a neighbourhood survey, door to 
door; 

 Connecting with local institutions and 
businesses; 

 Creating means of communication: 
mossvillage.ca, community maps, 
videos, stories, etc.; 

 Organizing workshops and a first 
annual Moss Street Village Festival. 

Many residents and supporters have contributed 
ideas and energy to the Moss Street Village initiative.  

If you’re interested in participating, please contact 
us: mossvillage@gmail.com (or 920-7826). 

What are some of our key assets? 

Within Moss Street Village are many valuable 
assets, such as: 

 Parks – Moss Rocks, Porter Park, and 
Chapman Park - with a variety of play 
areas, green spaces and Garry Oak; 

 Community facilities and institutions - 
Fairfield Gonzales Community 
Association, Sir James Douglas 
elementary school, and the Fairfield 
United Church; 

 Annual events – the Moss St. Paint-In, 
Fairfield Artists Studio Tour, Halloween 
bonfire, and many others; 

 Businesses - commercial clusters at 
Five Points and at May & Moss, 
countless home-based businesses, and 
the Moss Street Market; 

 Housing - a diverse stock of housing, 
including character homes and 
apartment buildings; 

 Friendly neighbours – a surprising 
diversity of people, with neighbourly 
local traditions such as street parties, 
block watch, and co-operation for 
emergency preparedness. 

 
Neighbours coming together for a potluck 
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